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for a fair-weather
commencement
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The lady in red. Indubitably.
enerations of alumni remember
Professor Mary Gwen Owen, a 1923 graduate
who was the grande dame of Macalester's Speech and Theater Department
for 40 years. Kristin Midelfort '74 of Macalester's Development staff
portrayed her at the annual Founders Day, wearing red shoes—
red was Mary Gwen's color—hat and scarf. As a freshman, Midelfort took part
in Drama Choros, the famed dramatic-reading group that Owen created.
"I was honored to impersonate Mary Gwen and received suggestions

m

from many alumni to make the performance realistic," Midelfort says.
"My own recollections are of the instruction we all received in enunciation
. A \ and pronunciation of words like 'indubitably' and 'new blue suit* as weli
as the broad range of literature we interpreted
in a unique manner.
I've never seen anything like it
before or since."
#
The other great
figures in the college's
history portrayed
at Founders Day
this year were
Catharine
1

ealtad '15 (Safiya Carter-Thompson '08),
Macalester's first African American graduate,
>ident James Wallace (Lucas Gerstner '06)
id Professor G. Theodore Mitau '40
achary Johnson '08).
See page 16 for more photos.
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Farewell from editor

Macalester Today
Summer 2007
Director of College Relations
Doug Stone
Executive Editor
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AS I RETIRE after nearly 18 years as
managing editor ot M&culester Today, I wane
to thank all the people who made this such
a wonderful job. I've been fortunate enough
to meet, talk with and correspond with
hundreds of you: alumni, students, faculty
and staff. And not least, I'm grateful to
Nancy Peterson and all my other terrific
colleagues in College Relations.
Thanks to Macalester, my wife Donna
and I have friends all over the world and our
lives have been enriched beyond measure.

Art Director
Elizabeth Edwards

Jon Halvorsen
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READING ABOUT the accomplishments of
Macalester students and graduates always
makes me proud, but the piece about Jessica
Blank in your winter issue ["Bringing The
Exonerated of Death Row to Life"] made me
especially proud. When Jessica returned to
the Twin Cities to complete an interdisciplinary major at the University of Minnesota,
I was the academic adviser who guided her
through the process. As the coordinator of
the U s individualized liberal arts major program from 1980 until I retired in 2004,
I worked with many creative, highly intelligent students, but none was more impressive
than Jessica.

Carol Polk and Stephen Sporer
Macalester Today (Volume 95, Number 3)
is published by Macalester College.
It is mailed free of charge to alumni and
friends of the college four times a year.
Circulation is 25,000.
For change of address, please write:
Alumni Office, Macalester College,
1600 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN
55105-1899. Or call (651) 696-6295.
Toll-free: 1-888-242-9351.
E-mail: alumnioffice@macalester.edu
To submit comments or ideas, write:
Macalester Today, College Relations,
at the above address. Phone:
(651) 696-6452. Fax: (651) 696-6192.
E-mail: mactoday@macalester.edu
Web: www.macalester.edu/alumni

Karen Olson Murray '69
Titusville, N.J.

Greener world
GREAT ARTICLE on "Building a Greener
World" by Kate Havelin '83 in the Spring
Macalester Today. The stories of the six Mac
alumni were informative and motivational.
In addition, they are just a sampling of
the various "green" initiatives by Mac alumni
around the world. For example, my company just received the United States Green
Building Council Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Leadership "Green" certification for a medical office building in
Minnesota. Our project team has been contacted by numerous people for information

regarding not only the LEED certification,
but more importantly the actual impact of
the "green" aspects of the project.
I would be delighted to provide additional
information regarding this project to members of the Macalester community.
Ray Piirainen '76
President, Fairview Development Co.
Minneapolis
rpiirail@fairview.org

ON HALVORSEN brought his journalism
skills to Macalester nearly 18 years ago to
help produce two issues of our still-new
alumni magazine during the previous editor's
maternity leave. He retired as managing
editor of Macalester Today as this issue was
in production, leaving a legacy of 70 issues
of stories and images. His work helped make
Macalester stronger.
In a recent alumni survey, 88 percent of
respondents said they look through most or
all issues of Macalester Today; only 1 percent
don't open it. Compared with similar research
just before the magazine's debut 20 years
ago, alumni today feel better informed, more
valued by the college, prouder of their degree
and emotionally closer to Macalester.
These changes are
,;^
accompanied by healthy
upward trends in giving,
volunteering and
participating in alumni
activities and in the life
of the college. When you
reach out to recruit a
student for Macalester,
hire an intern, speak in a
Lynette Lamb
class, organize an alumni
event or send in a Class Note, you
are making Macalester a stronger community.
For many, participation in this community
comes largely through the pages of
Macalester Today. It is our challenge to deliver
ideas and information to feed and nurture
this relationship. New Managing Editor
Lynette Lamb brings magazine experience
from publications including Utne Reader,
Minnesota Monthly and the Voice of a college
down the road in Northfield. She and I, and
all associated with Macalester Today, plan to
build on Jon's legacy as we continue to serve
the dynamic, interactive, endlessly fascinating
community that is Macalester.
— Nancy A. Peterson, Executive Editor
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Land of dreams or darkling plain?
Macalester and environmental responsibility
by Brian Rosenberg
ATTHEW ARNOLD'S poem "Dover
Beach," written around 1851
though not published until 1867,
is often seen as helping to usher in the
distinctive melancholy and looming apprehension of what has come to be called the
modern age. The poem begins peacefully
enough—"The sea is calm tonight. / The
tide is full, the moon lies fair / Upon the
straits"—but soon exposes the anxiety and
dangers lurking just beneath the superficial
tranquility of die landscape:

American College and
University Presidents
Climate Commitment,
an effort that will lead the
college to take steps to
reduce in the near term
our emission of greenhouse gases and to
achieve in the long term
the goal of climate
neutrality. This goal will
affect the products we
purchase, the staff posiGREG HELGESON
Alese Colehour '09 and Ellie Rogers '09, who led
tions we create, the
the MacCARES Kagin Commons green roofing task force,
behavior we encourage
speak to President Rosenberg at the roof's dedication.
and the spaces we build.

... for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
On that last subject, it is important to
So various, so beautiful so new,
note the steps we have taken and will take as
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light.
we continue the process of renewing the
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain....
campus infrastructure. The new Macalester
Athletic and Recreation Center was
Arnold seems unhappily prescient in foreredesigned to reduce its energy use, and
seeing the conflicts and deadly challenges of
the ensuing century and a half. And nowhere the old building was not demolished but
does he seem more accurately predictive than deconstructed so that 90 to 95 percent of
its materials can be reused or recycled.
in his anticipation of the literal and growing
threats to the environment. Indeed, of all
the ways we have proven ourselves capable of
HE RENOVATION and expansion of the
wreaking havoc on the planet and on one
Janet Wallace Fine Arts Complex will be
another, none may turn out to be more devsimilarly attentive to sustainabihty. And in
astating than our ongoing disruption of the
building the new home for the Institute for
longstanding balance of the air, sea and land. Global Citizenship, we have set as our goal
Our environmental mistakes and the urgent
achieving LEED Platinum certification for
need to address them will be the preeminent
the building. LEED, or Leadership in Energy
challenge to humanity in the 21st century.
and Environmental Design, is the most
widely
accepted green building rating system
For this reason I believe that colleges and
in
the
world.
Only a handful of buildings
universities cannot remain neutral on the
worldwide have received a platinum rating,
issue of environmental responsibility. As I
the highest possible.
have said before, colleges must typically
avoid the temptation to stake out positions
Most significant of all have been the
on controversial issues so that they can
many student-led environmental initiatives
remain places within which conflicting views that have begun to alter the way we think
can be freely expressed. I also believe, howand behave as a community. In April I was
ever, that we are long past the period of
joined by St. Paul Mayor Chris Colcman
reasonable disagreement about the need for
at the dedication of the colleges second
higher levels of environmental stewardship.
student-led green roof project, this one atop
Kagin Commons. Macalester students have
At Macalester we are taking a number of
inspired the development of a Clean Energy
steps to make real and concrete our commitRevolving Fund (CERF) that will help
ment to this critical aspect of responsible
fund future projects focused on sustainabilglobal citizenship. We have signed on as
ity and act as a viable financial model for
members of the Leadership Circle of the
other institutions. Indeed, a pamphlet by

T

Macalester sophomores Asa Diebolt and
Timothy Den Herder-Thomas entitled
Creating a Campus Sustainability Revolving
Loan Fund: A Guide for Students has been
published by the Association for the
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
Education (see http://www.aashe.org/
highhghts/cerf.php). Student membership in
the Macalester Conservation and Renewable
Energy Society (MacCARES) is growing and
the groups activities are rigorous and intense.
It would be misleading to pretend that it
will be easy to transform the campus into a
more energy-efficient and environmentally
responsible place or that we have reached
consensus on how to proceed. Some of the
costs and trade-offs will be difficult; certain
alterations in expectations and habits will be
slow. But I fear that failure will leave us collectively in the position of the anguished
speaker at the conclusion of "Dover Beach":
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms
of struggle and flight.
Where ignorant armies clash by night.

Brian Rosenberg, the president
of hdacalester, writes a regular column
for Macalester Today. He can be reached
at rosenbergb@macalester.edit.
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already," he says, noting Michael Lewis's
recent bestselling book Money]bull.
When Lewin began his analysis and writing, he had never taken a statistics course.
But his family has an economics background, so he knew that regression analysis
could be used to determine the strength of
the relationship between one or more factors
and what they might predict. By fall 2006,
he was taking Introduction to Statistical
Modeling with Professor Danny Kaplan in
the Math and Computer Science Department. He followed that with Applied

David Lewin '09,
who plans to major in math
and economics
with a statistics minor,
dreams of running the
Boston Celtics or
the New England Patriots.

=385

"Whenever I see a question in sports
that I want to answer, Til go
about answering it in a statistical way
and write something about it."

Go figure. David Lewin does.
OW CAN YOU predict whether a college
: quarterback will succeed in the NFL?
Exactly how important is a player's
height in the NBA?
Ask David Lewin '09 (Wayland, Mass.).
A sports fan since childhood and a wide
receiver on the Macalester football team, he
earned an invitation to the inaugural MIT
Sloan Sports Business Conference because
of his prowess at using sports statistics.
"Whenever I see a question in sports that
I want to answer, I'll go about answering it
in a statistical way and write something
about it," he says.
Lewin started by gathering numbers on
quarterbacks drafted in the first and second
rounds of the NFL over the past 10 years,
and comparing their college passer rating
with NFL passing statistics. He found no
correlation between college passer rating and

MACALESTER

TODAY

NFL success. "But there were some other statistics, primarily games started in college and
completion percentage in college^ that did
indicate that you were likely to be successful
in the pros,11 he says.
"If NFL teams had known this, it could
have prevented some very bad draft choices
in the past 10 years in which teams wasted
millions of dollars. I was curious: 'Why don't
people know about this?' "
Lewin contacted footballoutsiders.com,
which focuses on NFL statistical analysis, and
offered his research for its Web site. Company
founder Aaron Schatz, a pioneer in football
statistical analysis, soon wanted more articles
and an expanded version for his company's
book Pro Football Prospectus 2006. Before
long, Lewin was also writing about basketball
for 82games.com, a basketball stats site.
"Now teams are being bought more by
business guys and venture capitalists putting
a lot of their net worth into a team. They are
familiar with using analytical methods in
their business and in the stock market, and
they are increasingly interested in running
the sports side of a business that way. It's
really happened to a great degree in baseball

Multivariate Statistics. Kaplan connected
Lewin with another faculty member who is
also a sports fan, Professor Vittorio Addona.
Lewin now works with Addona on studies
of player performance and predictive factors
of performance in the NBA and NFL. They
anticipate publishing jointly authored
papers on their research.
Meanwhile, a quick search on "David
Lewin" will acquaint you with some of his
articles. In one, entitled UNBA True Height
Index," Lewin proposes that it is not players'
actual height that matters, but "how tall they
play." As he wrote, "People don't block shots
or shoot with the top of their head, they do
it with their hands, usually while jumping."
His index incorporates wingspan (length of
arms), vertical leap and standing reach as
well as height.
In February 2007, at the Sloan Conference near Boston, Lewin interviewed with
one professional team and had meetings
with several others. He is going to work this
summer for an NBA team.
Lewin, who plans to major in math and
economics with a statistics minor, dreams of
someday running the Boston Celtics or
New England Patriots. "I wasn't going to
make the NBA by playing—that wasn't a
skill set I was born with, unfortunately—
and it's becoming more and more clear that
I'm not going to make the NFL by playing,"
he laughs. "But I have some other skills that
I think can be useful."
Read Lewin's articles at www.
82games.com/Iewin.htm

PHOTOS: GREG HELGESON

Honorary degrees
IX PEOPLE were granted honorary
degrees from Macalester at the
colleges 118th Commencement
on May 12.
Among them was the event's keynote
speaker, Marian Wright Edelman, founder

and president of the Children's Defense
Fund (CDF). Under Edelman's leadership
since 1973, CDF has become the
nation's strongest voice ror children
and families.
Edelman began her career in the
mid-1960s when, as the first black woman
admitted to the Mississippi Bar, she directed

Court rules for Professor Laine
NDIA'S SUPREME COURT,
has ordered a state
government to stop
prosecuting Macalester
Professor Jim Laine.
The court ordered that
the state of Maharashtra
in southwestern India drop
all charges — including
charges of racial hatred —
brought by hardliner groups against both the
religious studies professor and his publisher.
The court ruled that neither Laine nor his publisher had intentionally tried to cause tensions
between communities.
The 2003 publication of Laine's book
Shivaji: Hindu King in Islamic India by Oxford
University Press infuriated hard-line Hindu
groups in Maharashtra, who claimed Laine
was questioning Shivaji's parentage. Even
after Oxford withdrew the book and Laine
apologized for any offense his book had given,

a mob ransacked the research institute in
Pune that had given him assistance and
assaulted an Indian colleague simply because
Laine had thanked the man in the book's
acknowledgments. The prime minister of
India even called for Laine's arrest.

the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund office in Jackson, Miss.
"We were honored to have such a distinguished speaker," says Macalester President
Brian Rosenberg.
"Mrs. Edelman has
devoted her entire
career to advocating on behalf of
children and other
underrepresented
people. She has
been a voice for
social justice and
equality and is a
marvelous example of one person
making a difference in the world.
David Ranheim ' 6 4
A second
honorary degree recipient was Minneapolis
attorney David Ranheim '64, former chair of
the Board of Trustees and a trustee for
30 years until 2005. Until his retirement,
Ranheim was a partner in the Minneapolis
law firm of Dorsey & Whitney. A long-time,
committed volunteer for Macalester,
Ranheim—who was chair of the search committee during the college's last presidential
search—previously received an Alumni
Service Award.
Four retiring faculty members received special honorary degrees recognizing their many
years of service to the Macalester community:
James Stewart, history; Michael Obsatz,
sociology; Sears Eldredge, theater and dance;
and Jack Rossmann, psychology.

In an interview with Macalester Today (Fall
2005), Laine said that although the controversy has been viewed abroad as pitting
conservative Hindu nationalists against secularists, the real struggle in his case is between
two Hindu caste groups: the Brahmin elite
and the Marathas, the caste group from which
Shivaji came.
After the court ruling, Laine told the
Mac Weekly that he's not sure whether he will
ever return to Maharashtra. The controversy
has "drawn me more and more into thinking
about the intersection between religion and
politics in India," says Laine. "My teaching is a
lot more about political discourses in India
and their relation to religion and caste." O
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Samantha's
senior moment

T

HE STATE SONG of the beautiful state
of Nebraska.
The starchy tuber that produces
a fine powder used as a thickening agent for
puddings and sauces.
This company may be full of comics, but
the X-men are no joke.
These are a few of the answers to which
Samantha Ross '07 correctly provided the
questions when she appeared on "Jeopardy!"
in March. Her questions were "What is
'Beautiful Nebraska?" "What is arrowroot?"
and "What is Marvel?" (On "Jeopardy" the
answers are supplied and contestants compete to provide
"The Other
the appropriate questwo guys were
tions.) It was the second too busy bidding
national television game
against each
show appearance for Ross, other to realize
Her first—on"Who Wants
that I could
to Be a Millionaire?"—
possibly s w e e p
took place during her sophoin and win."
more year at Macalester.
Ross, a Hispanic studies major and
linguistics minor, won a total of $15,000 on
"jeopardy!" She trailed her two competitors
by more than $13,000 at the close of the
"Double Jeopardy!" round. But in the final
round she waged everything she had won —

$7,000—and then correctly identified the
literary figure, born in 1854, whose Irish
ancestry was hinted at by the mention of
Bono and Liam Neeson.
"I honestly shocked myself [with the
Oscar Wilde answer]," Ross told the

Mac Weekly. "The other two guys were
too busy bidding against each other to
realize that I could possibly sweep in
and win. When I realized I made it, I
could hear my morn screaming from
the audience."

M a ca I ester's million dollar man

V

OU CAN call James Heyman the million
dollar man—the $1,037,866 man,
to be exact. That's the total, so far, that
outside funders have granted to the physics
professor for his research in condensed matter (aka solid-state) physics.
Heymans research, which is relevant to
computer technology development, not only
furthers the discipline but provides research
assistanrships for students and supports the
purchase of expensive, state-of-the-art equipment for Macalester physics labs.
Heymans research involves "hot electrons, " "quantum wells" and "ultrafast
carrier dynamics," terms unfamiliar to most

non-physicists, but he graciously summarizes it for a lay audience: "Every year,
computers get faster and faster. Transistors at
the heart of the computer chips can switch
on and off very rapidly, something like
10 billion times per second, but chats not
fast enough. I'm looking at the physics of
the materials out of which transistors are
made on even shorter time scales. So if you
could switch a current in a semiconductor
on and off in a trillionth of a second, in a
thousandth of a billionth of a second, how
would that pulse of current move through
the semiconductor? Would ft behave the way
you want, or would it just spread out and
become useless?"
Because the ultra super high-speed
electronics to measure it don't yet exist, the
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way current propagates within the semiconductor must be measured optically, using
extreme!)' short pulses of light. The titanium
sapphire laser, obtained through a National
Science Foundation grant, produces pulses
of light that last 10 femto seconds each;
that's 1/100th of one trillionth of a second.
The other major piece of lab equipment
purchased with grant funds is a super-

"Transistors at the heart of the
computer chips can switch on and off
very rapidly, something like
10 billion times per second, but
that's not fast enough."
conducting electromagnet, which allows
study of samples under extremely strong
magnetic fields and very low temperatures.
At a larger university, the research labs
and instructional labs would be separate,
but at Mac, the research labs can be used for
the instructional labs associated with regular
undergraduate classes,
allowing all students,
not just researchers,
to benefit.
Although Hey man's
research may be
considered knowledge
for knowledge's sake, its
relevance for computer
technology is one reason
that outside grantmaking organizations,
James Heyman
especially the NSF,
are interested. It's also a very productive
area of research, but Heyman believes the
most important consideration is the training of students who may go on to
become physicists, electrical engineers
or material scientists.
"The most exciting thing about my
summer research was setting up experiments
without a definite answer already known,"
says Laura Bell '07 (Rochester, Minn.), who
worked with Heyman last summer. "It was a
great opportunity to take what I've learned
and apply it to the real world."
Since 1994 when Heyman came to
Macalester, 29 Mac students have taken part
in his research. His proposals typically
include three full-time summer research
assistantships, with other students working

part time during the academic year. The
experience makes these student researchers
more attractive to graduate schools, but it
also benefits those students who discover
they don't like the slow-paced, unstructured
nature of research — before they've invested
years in a Ph.D. program.
"At Mac, there are lots of people like me
in the sciences, people who have active
research programs,11 says Heyman. "Its our
model for what science faculty should
be dome;."

WPI cancels program
HE WORLD PRESS INSTITUTE has
cancelled its 2007 international journalism
training program and laid off its staff because
of funding shortages.
The decision was made April 5 by the WPI
board of directors. At the same time, a special
board committee was created to examine
WPI's future alternatives, among them a
reconstituted program starting in 2008.
"This is a sad development after 46 years
of touching the lives of journalists from all
over the world," Board Chairman Howard
Tyner says. "But in the short term at least,
there was no other way to go. Our special
committee will be doing everything possible
in the coming months to devise a way for
WPI to resume operations as soon
as feasible."

comprised 10 fellows who spent four months
with WPI.
Reader's Digest founder DeWitt Wallace
established WPI at Macalester at the height
of the Cold War as a way to further international
understanding by educating foreign journalists
about the United States. Since then, more
than 500 journalists from nearly 100 countries
have participated in the fellowship program
and hundreds more have been trained by WPI
in specialist programs.
Although WPI has been based at Macalester,
it is an independent organization that has

"This is a sad development
after 46 years of touching the lives
of journalists from all over the world."

The layoff affects a program director, an
administrative assistant and a development
officer. Executive Director Douglas McGill
resigned in March.

depended on journalism philanthropies,
businesses and individuals for financial support.
The institute drew support from dozens of
corporations and individuals, but the bulk of its
funding came from media companies and
affiliated foundations.

Since it was founded at Macalester in 1961,
WPI has brought international journalists to
the United States to study, travel and meet
officials of public and private institutions and
to learn about the role and responsibilities of
a free press. In recent years, the program

Last year, the institute lost a Knight Foundation grant of $125,000, nearly a third of its
annual funding. Under new direction, the foundation had begun favoring online journalism and
other alternatives to traditional reporting, says
Tyner, former editor of the Chicago Tribune. •
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Three who inspire
ROFESSOR Jan Serie, director of the
Center for Scholarship and Teaching,
was given this year's Thomas Jefferson
Award. "Now a teacher of
teachers, you were unsurpassed as a teacher of
students,11 her citation "tJh
says. "You have received
at least five teaching
awards during your career,
including the Macalester
Sears Award for Excellence
in Teaching and Campus
Jan Serie
Leadership, the Minnesota
College Science Teacher of the Year Award,
and the Four-Year College Biology Teaching
Award, the latter by the National Association
of College Biology Teachers. The only
problem with the college gaining a superb
administrator when you took over as the
first director of CST was that the Biology
Department lost a legendary teacher.
Fortunately, every once in a while the department has been able to lure you back to teach
an occasional course. And, obviously, you
have not lost your swing. If you go to
ratemyprofessors.com and look up Jan Serie,
you'll see her high student ratings."
Professor Karen Saxe received the
Macalester Excellence in Teaching Award,
two weeks after receiving the 2007 Teaching
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Award of the North Central Section or the
Mathematical Association of America for
excellence in college or university teaching.
Her colleagues wrote: "She is
a skilled, thoughtful, caring
teacher who listens to her
students and her colleagues, and teaches the
members of the Macalester community in varied
ways. Many faculty and
students seek her out for Karen Saxe
classes, for classroom ideas,
and for mathematical and personal
support She adds an important dimension
to the teaching and mentoring and support
in our department. She is esteemed by all of
us, and we welcome her this summer as our
new departmental chair."
Roxanne "Roxy" Fisher, department
coordinator for the Political Science
Department, received the Staff Outstanding
Service Award. She was nominated by the
faculty members in the department and,
independently, by her 28 student employees.
Her citation reads: "Faculty members benefit

Green roof II
The Macalester Conservation and
Renewable Energy Society
(MacCARES) was awarded a
$10,000 Environmental Protection
Agency grant to install a green roof
on Kagin Commons, the second
green roof on campus. With St. Paul
Mayor Chris Coleman in
attendance (inset), the
roof was dedicated in
ceremonies held on
April 26, 2007. Ellie
Rogers '09 (White
Bear Lake, Minn.), fight,
and Alese Colehour
'09 (Minnetonka,
Minn.) were the team
that wrote the proposal. Says Colehour,
"A green roof has the
potential to save heating and cooling
costs and reduce storm-water
runoff. It can even uptake particles
and CO2 from the atmosphere,
which has enormous potential for
urban areas like St. Paul."

from her accumulated knowledge of
Macalester, her advice on college dynamics
and her deep generosity in helping new faculty members find out what they need to
know. Student employees admire the way
she outlines her expectations clearly and also
'allows us the comfort of an honest working
relationship with her.' They add that she
'cultivates a relationship with all students
who happen to walk through the door,' be
they prospective first-years, dedicated
majors, or zombie-like students requiring
caffeine. Faculty and students alike enjoy
the personal touches-—
birthday cards, weekly
home baking, and other
treats—that create a
warm atmosphere in
the department.
She is also involved
more broadly in the
Roxanne
college, for example
" R o x y " Fisher
helping colleagues in
other departments and providing leadership
through the Staff Advisory Committee,
which she will chair next year."

Professor Libby
Shoop (below) and
students in her
first-year course
Introduction
to Computing and
Its Applications.

Technology to go
NTRODUCTION to Computing and Its
Applications was the unassuming name
of Professor Libby Shoop's first-year
course. In describing the course, however, she
promised students not only that they would
learn about the Internet, Web pages, storing
images and programming, but that they
would use their knowledge to help the
Twin Cities community.
"Students should be aware that we build
computing technology for people to use,"
Shoop says, "and we must, as good computer scientists, consider the needs of those
people. Doing this is sometimes difficult,
because when working with people you need
to learn and use their language, not lgeek
speak.' The liberal arts education at
Macalester sets our students apart in being
able to do this."
The community component of the class
involved designing a Web site for a coalition
of organizations working in community
development and low-income housing. The
organizations needed the site to tell the

public—and
each other—
about what
they were
doing with
renewable
building projects and green
construction
to keep housing costs low,
while being
environmentally
responsible.

"Students should be
aware that we build
computing technology
"We divided up
for people to useT
so each group
and we must, as good
worked with an
computer scientists,
organization," says consider the needs
Ernesto Queiros
of those people."
Nunes '10 (Luanda,

In addition to Angola, the countries of
Argentina, Cyprus, Albania, and the Gaza
Strip as well as eight U.S. states were represented by students in the class, and they
ended up learning about housing in those
places as well as the sustainable housing
practices of their client organizations. Students also debated the extent of "fair use" of
copyrighted material, as well as the human
costs and benefits of technological change.
"It turned out to be a very good match
between our needs and those of the class,"
says Greg Finzell, executive director of
Rondo Community Land Trust. "It was a
delight to work with Libby and the students,
and were very happy with the results."
The Web site for the Saint Paul Coalition
for Community Development is currently
found at www.macalester.edu/buildgreen,
but may soon migrate to its own server, i

Angola). "Our group of three worked with
the Rondo Community Land Trust, the
Selby Area Community Development
Corporation and the Neighborhood
Development Alliance. We talked to the
client to find out what they wanted and
collected data for the Web site, including
text and pictures."
S U M M E R
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Walking in two worlds
Elyse Dempsey J10, a Navajo from Arizona, and Kay la Richards '10, born on
South Dakota's Pine Ridge Reservation, each navigate two very different cultures.
by Jan Shaw-Flamm '76

meant so much to her and that made me feel
full of pride."
Dempsey lives 15 minutes from Window
Rock, Ariz., the capital of the Dine (Navajo)
Nation. Raised by her mother and aunts,
she lived on the reservation until she was 14,
when she accepted a scholarship to a
Connecticut preparatory school. There she
was elected co-president of the Native
American Club—good preparation for her
student employment at the Lealtad-Suzuki
Center, where she works on programming
that increases the awareness of multiculturalism on campus.

K

ayla Richards '10 (Rapid City, S.D.)
and Eiyse Dempsey '10 (Window
Rock, Ariz.) walk in two worlds, one
of close families and indigenous languages
and one of iPods and internationalism. The
experiences of these two Native American
students are as different as the geography of
their nations and the ancient cultures or
their tribes.
Richards, who is part Oglala Sioux, was
born on the Pine Ridge Reservation in
South Dakota and lived there until she
was 4, then moved back for a couple of years
Although her mother supported
when she was 9. Now, when she's not
Dempsey's decision to attend prep school,
at Mac, she lives
with her dad in
"I am Native American
Rapid City. "My
and I w a s born
dads white, and my
on a reservation,
mom isn't full
but I'm also just me."
Native American, so
I was too white to really hang out with the
Native Americans. But I was ambiguously
ethnic among the white kids, and that's
rough, especially when you're younger." She
doesn't feel that being Native American has
much effect on her life right now. "I am
Native American and I was born on a
reservation, but I'm also just me."
Growing up in Rapid City, Richards was
not always vocal about her heritage, but a
special ceremony for high school graduates
from the reservation tenewed her sense or
ptide. At 17, she hadn't lived on the reservation for years and thought she might be
intruding on the ceremony, but she went at
her grandmother's urging.
"You go onto
"It was a very spiritual ceremony. It was
a reservation,
then I decided to try to look at where I
especially Pine Ridge
[in South Dakota]
come from a little differently. We got to pick
where poverty is
someone from our family to come down
such a large issue,
after they had blessed a plume and put it on
and that area looks
us, so 1 had my [Native American] granda lot like some
mother do it. I could see in her face that it
of the Katrina area
looks right now,"
says Kayla
Richards '10.
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she knew leaving home would challenge her
daughter in maintaining the culture and
language. "Both my family and I are somewhat against my attending a school outside
the reservation," says Dempsey, "but I know
that this is what I have to do to help myself
and help my family survive into the future."
It's not easy. "I'm two different people
when I'm at home and when I'm not at
home," says Dempsey. "At home I am completely myself... I was raised traditionally
Navajo, traditionally Dine, as we call
ourselves. To me every moment is lived with
religion, culture and tradition in mind—the
way I act, the way I dress. I'm traditional
and I still live traditionally as much as I can
PHOTOS: GREG HELGESON

when I m away from home, away from my
people, away from my land. I live the way of
my ancestors."
Back home in Arizona, no family member
lives more than a three-hour drive away,
and the bonds are strong. "Every summer we
get together to plant corn, to brand catcle.
Everything is very family-oriented. When
someone in the family needs help, you offer
as much as you can; its a way of respecting
your elders. That's the way it is traditionally—you offer, even if you don't have
enough to give."
Both students wish people knew more
about Native American life and its challenges. "After Hurricane Katrina, the poverty
and death is horrible, but you go onto a
reservation, especially
Pine Ridge where
"I'm two different
poverty is
people when I'm at home
such a large
and when I'm not
issue, and that
at home. I was raised
area looks a lot like traditionally Navajo,
some of the Katrina
traditionally Dine,
area looks right
as we call ourselves."
now," Richards says.
In August, she plans to take some Macalester
friends to visit her grandmother on the Pine
Ridge Reservation. "I didn't spend a great
deal of my life on the reservation, but the
time I did spend can help me give people
some insight into what it's like."
That insight into Native American life
can be in short supply, the women say.
"A lot of people don't know that Native
Americans are among them in daily life,"
says Dempsey. "Some people in my Native
American politics class didn't know I was
Native American and they would say things

Elyse Dempsey '10
is a member of the Dine
(Navajo) Nation in Arizona:
"Both my family and I
are somewhat against
my attending a school
outside the reservation,
but f know that this is
what I have to do
to help myself and help
my family survive
into the future."

like, Are people really still thinking like
that?11 eventually made it known that I am
Native American. People talk differently
around you when they know; they're very
cautious. Sometimes it's like, lI don't want to
hurt you because youVe fragile/ but I'm glad
they have that respect."

Dine Bikeyah, the Navajo Nation

Pine Ridge Reservation

: 27,000 square miles, larger

o 11,000 square miles, once part of the Great
Sioux Nation, which extended from the
Big Horn Mountains in Wyoming to eastern
Wisconsin, and from Canada to Kansas

than 10 U.S. states
o about 250,000 people
' 48 percent unemployment in 2004,
higher if non-Native Americans
are excluded
0 with Lake Powell, more shoreline
than the entire West Coast
1 home of the Monument Valley,
Canyon de Chelly National Park and the
Rainbow Bridge National Monument.

o more than 20,000 people
o Lakota is the first language of a third of
the people
o home of Wounded Knee Creek, site of the
1890 massacre of the Sioux and the 1973
armed occupation by the American
Indian Movement

Both students are pleased with American
studies courses they've taken, and Dempsey
is considering a major in that department.
Richards took a first-year course called The
Problem with Race, taught by Jane Rhodes,
professor and chair of American Studies and
dean for the Study of Race and Ethnicity.
"She's wonderful. I think a lot of kids in my
first-year course learned things they hadn't
known before about Native Americans. It
differed from the typical high school history
course where slavery and the civil rights
movement are talked about, but where the
Native American political movement is
mostly nonexistent. There are courses here at
Macalester based on those exact issues and
I think that's really important."

o 83 percent unemployment
SOURCE:

Navajo.org, Navajobusiness.com

SOURCE:

lakotamall.com/oglalasiouxtribe, cnn.com
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Spring sports review
Track and field
Macalester's track and field teams
produced a pair of" Minnesota Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (MIAC) champs—Evan
Mitchell '08 (Minneapolis) in the men's
javelin and Kaela Schramm '07 (St. Paul)
in the women's 100-meter high hurdles.
It was another good spring season for
Coach Martin Peper's track teams, especially
for the men, who moved up a spot to sixth in
the MIAC tor their best conference finish
since 1999.
In addition to Mitchells first-place finish,
the Macalester men received all-conference
efforts from Dylan Keith '07 (Soldiers Grove,
Wis.) and Alex Wise '07 (Knoxville, Term.).
Keith placed second in the 10,000-meter run
and Wise took third in the pole vault.
Andrew Yokom '09 (Arden Hills, Minn.)
was fourth in both the 100-meter dash and
the 400-meter hurdles. The Scots placed
second in the MIAC in both the 400-meter
relay and 3,200-meter relay.
Schramm, an indoor track All-American
in the 55-meter high hurdles and last winters
athlete-of-the-meet at the MIAC indoor
championships, enjoyed another successful
all-around conference outdoor meet. In addition to winning the 100 hurdles, she placed
second in the 100-meter dash and fourth in
both the long jump and triple jump. Callie
PaStarr '07 (Minneapolis) put together her
best track season and ran to nationally
ranked times in the 1,500 meters.

Softball
The softball Scots fielded one of the
youngest Macalester sports teams ever—
featuring freshmen at nearly every starting
position — as the program took a big step
toward building future teams. Led by AJ1MIAC leadoff batter Katie Grudnowski '08
(Minnetonka, Minn.), the Scots scored
more runs than the previous two seasons
combined and won 10 games. The veteran
Grudnowski batted .360 with a loft}' .440
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earned a berth at the
A Division III
_„
pionships
in Florida.

MARTHA hJAUSE

on-base percentage and also led the team in
runs, total bases and steals. Mac's talented
first-year class was led by pitcher Olivia
Abbott '10 (Lakeland, Colo.), who was 8-14
with a 4.27 ERA and was a MIAC pitcherof-the-week. Catcher Crystal Barriga '10
(Broomfield, Colo.) belted a grand slam to
help Mac win its final game over Bethel College and led the team with 19 runs batted in
on the year. Abbott and Barriga were named
honorable mention All-MIAC. Monica
Keaney '10 (Philadelphia) hit .315 and Kate
Ziegler '09 (Oak Park, 111.) batted .309.

helped him lead the team in RBI. He led
the team with 28 RBI, 33 runs (nearly twice
as many as anyone else), six home runs and
eight steals. Murrey was one of MIAC s
top newcomers and ranked second in the
league in strikeouts. He posted a 6—4 record
with a 2.77 ERA, striking out 62 batters in
61 innings pitched. Receiving honorable
mention all-conference honors were second
baseman Chris Papalia '07 (Pickering,
Ont.) and pitcher Ted Kimble '07
(Pine Island, Minn.).

Men's tennis
Baseball
Macalester's veteran team was looking
for a high conference finish this year, but a
six-game losing skid at the end of the year
dropped the teams final record to 14-25.
Two of the season's bright spots were the hitting of infielder Adam Wedwick '07 (Coon
Rapids, Minn.) and the pitching of" James
Murrey '10 (Western Springs, 111.), the teams
representatives on the all-conference squad.
Wedwick was fifth in the MIAC in total
bases and his .556 slugging percentage

Led by three players from Tucson, Arizona,
at the top of the singles lineup—Brad
Goldstein '08, Aaron Heerboth '08, and
Charlie Edelman '09 — the Scots went 7-10
for the season. Macalester was 7-1 against
non-conference foes but went winless in
MIAC play at 0—9. The Scots had some very
narrow MIAC defeats, including a 5-4 heartbreaker to Concordia. Goldstein received

A1I-MIAC recognition tor his success at
No. 1 singles, finishing at 12-5 for the season and 5-4 in league play. Edelman posted
a 9—4 record at third singles.

at sixth singles. Former high school teammates Megan Walsh '09 (Madison, Wis.)
and Becky Nieber '09 (Madison, Wis.)
combined for a 6-8 record at No. 2 doubles.

Wbmens tennis

Wamens water polo

After claiming just a single MI AC victory
in 2006, the Macalester women were much
improved this spring, finishing at 6-12
overall and picking up conference wins over
St. Catherines, St. Man's and Concordia,
while suffering narrow defeats to St. Olaf
and Bethel. Without a senior in the regular
lineup, next seasons prospects look bright.
Megan Walsh '09 (Madison, Wis.) and
Stephanie Lee '10 (Camarillo, Calif.) occupied the top two spots in the singles lineup,
while Amanda Wenzel '10 (Green Bay,
Wis.) led the team in wins with an 11-7
mark at No. 3. Becky Schneider '09
(Larchmont, N.Y.) turned in a 10-5 record

This year the Scots reclaimed the Midwest
Region championship and made a return
trip to the Collegiate III national tourney in
Santa Cruz, California. Jackie DeLuca '07
(New Preston, Conn.) wrapped up a stellar
career by being named region Player of the
Year for the fourth time and making the alltournament team at nationals. While
DeLuca and standout veteran goalkeeper
Elena Bulat '07 (Madison, Wis.) were
concluding their careers, newcomer Sarah
Ellerton '10 (Suffield, Conn.) was beginning a promising new one. Among the
national goal-scoring leaders, Ellerton netted
at least one goal in the seasons first 30 games

and broke DeLuca's single-season scoring
record with 92.

Women's golf
Karla Leon '10 earned a berth at the
NCAA Division III championships in
Florida by winning the Loras Invitational in
Iowa and placing second at the Eau Claire
Invitational in Wisconsin. She then capped
an exceptional first college season by placing
13th out of 111 golfers at the national
tournament. Leon became Mac's second
All-America golfer since Kristy Schaaf '03
placed fifth in 2003. Teammate Jordan
Matheson '09 (Vancouver, B.C.) won
medalist honors in April at the Minnesota
Women's Collegiate Golf Association state
championship.

Macalester M Club Male Athlete of the Year
Ted Kimble '07
Baseball (Pine Island, Minn.)
Ted Kimble has been a four-year standout for the Macalester baseball team — both on the mound
and in center field—and in his senior season developed into one of the conference's top pitchers.
Kimble ranked among the MIAC pitching leaders in earned run average, strikeouts and innings
pitched, and over spring break in Phoenix pitched the Scots to an upset win over the nation's fourthranked team—the College of New Jersey.
He finished the season with a 5-3 record,
38 strikeouts and a 4.55 earned run average.

Macalester M Club
Female Athlete of the Year
Annie Borton ' 0 7
Soccer/Basketball (Berkeley, Calif.)
Annie Borton wrapped up her career as one
of the best players in the history of Macalester
women's soccer, earning All-America honors
for the third time and all-conference status
for the fourth time. Borton netted 10 goals and
assisted on 10 others to lead the Scots to another NCAA playoff appearance.
She finished her career ranked second on Mac's all-time list for career goals
with 52 and career assists with 37. Borton also joined the basketball team
in her junior year and helped turn around that program. •

PHOTOS: CHRISTOPHER MITCHELL
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We Are at Home:
Pictures of the Ojibwe People
by Bruce M, White '73 (Minnesota Historical
Sod try Press, 2007)
With 225 photos, We Are at Home shows
the way the Ojibwe people in Minnesota
were photographed from the 1850s to the
1940s. Through his business, Turnstone Historical
Research, White is a consultant to Indian tribes and
government agencies and
an expert witness in treat}'
rights legal cases.
The Introductory Reader
in Human Geography: Contemporary
Debates and Classic Writings
edited by William G. Moseley,
David A. Lanegran 63 and Kavita K. Pandit
(BlackwellPress, 2007)
This book is a companion to standard classroom
texts in human geography.
Its organized into eight
sections:
introductory
HUMAN
GEOGRAPHY readings; population and
""~£ir"
migration; environment,
agriculture and society;
cultural geography and place; urban geography; economic geography; development
geography; and political geography.
Lanegran and Moseley are geography
professors at Macalester.
Simmer Down
by Jessica Con ant-Park ajid Susan Conant
(Berkley, 2007)
The daughter-and-mother
team of Jessica Umbarger
Park '93—writing under the
name of Jessica ConantPark—and Susan Conant
continue their "Gourmet
Girl" culinary mystery series.
This one involves a murder with a state-ofthe-art food processor and the opening of
Simmer, a new Boston restaurant. Jessica
Park has a master of social work degree from
Boston College. She is married to chef
William Park.

Surplus: Spinoza, Lacan
by A. Kianua Kordela (State University
ofNew York Press, 2007)
Kordela, associate professor of German studies at
Macalester, argues that
Lacanian psychoanalysis is
the proper continuation of
the line of thought from
Spinoza to Marx. The book
is a volume in the SUNY Press series
"Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis,
Literature."
Two if by Sea
byAnne-E. Wood '99
(Fourteen Hills Press, 2006)
This collection of
short stories won the 2006
Michael Rubin Chapbook
Award, a publication prize
from San Francisco State
University, where Wood
received an M.F.A. in
fiction. She is the associate
artistic director of Performing Arts
Workshop in San Francisco and teaches
creative writing and theater in
public schools.
Nuer-American Passages:
Globalizing Sudanese Migration
by Dianna Shandy
(University Press of Florida, 2007)
Traditionally a community of cattle farmers in
Sudan, the Nuer are one of
anthropology's most celebrated peoples. In this study
of their migration from a
war-torn society to North
America, Shandy asks how
the diaspora Nuer, especially NuerAmericans, deal with changing kin

Published a book?
TO HAVE A NEW BOOK considered

for mention in these pages, send us a
publisher's press release or similar
announcement that includes a brief, factual
description of the book and brief, factual
information about the author.
The address, e-mail, fax and phone
numbers for Mac Today are on page 2.
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obligations and privileges to maintain
their Nuerness. Shandy is a professor of
anthropology at Macalester.
From the Cold War to the War on Terror:
60 Years of U.S. Foreign Policy
edited by J. Qiiinn Martin 02
andKatheriue R. Constabile
(Columbia University Press, 2006)
This volume brings
together 24 of the best artii
mi
WAR TOTHs
cles published during the last COLD
WAKOYI'KHHOR
six decades in The Journal
of International Affairs at
Columbia University. Martin
was the founding editorin-chief of Passport magazine
in Moscow. He received a masters degree
in international affairs from Columbia
this spring.
HUM

Asylum in the Grasslands
by Diane Glancy
(University of Arizona Press, 2007)
In her new collection of
poems, Glancy explores the
history of loss that has
marked the Cherokee community— the loss of family,
the loss of cultural heritage
and the loss of old worlds as
new ones encroach. A poet,
novelist, essayist, playwright and author of
more than 30 books, Glancy taught Native
American literature and creative writing at
Macalester before her retirement.
The Drama Teacher's Survival Guide
by Margaret Fried!Johnson '63
(Meriwether Publishing, 2007)
Johnson, who earned her
B.A. in theater and speech
Drama Teacher's
at Macalester and an M.A.
in directing from the University of Montana, was a
high school drama teacher
for 37 years in Missoula
before retiring in 2000. From play selection
to final performance, she offers step-by-step
guidelines for first-time and experienced
directors alike. See 1963 Class Notes.
Climbing Slemish: An Ulster Memoir
by Dennis Kennedy (Trafford, 2006)
Kennedy, a World Press Institute Fellow at
Macalester in 1963-64, tells the story of one
northern Irish family circle from the start of

Business historian Randall Stross '76
looks at the brave new world of Thomas Edison

image with exaggerated claims of progress in
his laboratory, for example, he demonstrated a
hunger for credit unknown in his earliest tinkering.

IN HIS NEW BIOGRAPHY,

After "Edison" became a household

The mature Edison, post-fame, is most appealing

The Wizard of Menio Park:

name, he would pretend that nothing

whenever he returned to acting spontaneously,

How Thomas Alva Edison

had changed, that he was as indifferent

without weighing what action would serve to

Invented the Modern World

as ever. But this stance is unconvincing.

enhance his public image.

(Crown. 2007), Randall

He did care, at least most of the time.

Stross '76 reassesses

When he tried to burnish his public

the inventor who become

I presume" fame, and Stanley's wife, who had

of the modern age. Stross,

come to visit him at his laboratory. Edison

who writes the "Digital

provided a demonstration of the phonograph,

Domain" column for the

which Stanley had never heard before. Stanley

New York Times, is a

asked, in a low voice and slow cadence, "Mr. Edison,

professor of business

if it were possible for you to hear the voice of

at San Jose State University. An excerpt from the

any man whose name is known in the history of

introduction to The Wizard of Menlo Park:

the world, whose voice would you prefer to hear?"

DISON'S FAME came suddenly, while

"Napoleon's," replied Edison without hesitation.

he was still young. Between the ages of 30

"No, no," Stanley said piously, "I should like to hear

and 35, he became the first hybrid celebrity-

the voice of our Savior."

inventor. This book examines how he became
one of the most famous people in the world,

"Well," explained Edison, "you know, I like a hustler."

and once fame arrived, how he sought to use it

©2007 by Randall Stross

for his own ends, with uneven success....

the 20th century through political upheaval
in Ireland and the impact of fundamentalist
Protestantism. A former
CUMB

journalist and the author of
v

c

SLEMISH
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Wordskills
developed by Howard
D. Peet 56, James Coomber and Carl Smith
(McDougal Littell 2006)
The authors developed a five-step system
for teaching vocabulary, which is the foundation for the Wordskills series of books for
grades 6-12. Peet was an English professor
at North Dakota State University from 1965
to 1986 and director of the Concentrated
Approach Program. He
continues his writing
career and sits on the
Advisory Board for the
College of Humanities and
Social Sciences at North
Dakota State.
—

•

-

expectations of others in his middle age was
when he met Henry Stanley, of "Dr. Livingstone,

the first great celebrity

several books on Irish
history and politics,
Kennedy lives in Belfast,
Northern Ireland.

One occasion when Edison cast off the

Fearless Presence
by Eleanor Stoddard (Arnerican
Literary Press, 2007)
Fearless Presence chronicles the life of
Lt. Col. Nola Forrest, a 1920 Macalester
graduate who served in the U.S. Army Nurse
Corps for more than 20 years, ultimately as
director of Army nurses for the Southwest
Pacific Area during World War II. She led
nurses from two field hospitals into Leyte under enemy Fearless Presence
attack and later conducted
the successful rescue of 67
Army nurses from a Japanese
internment camp in Manila.
John Wesley Powell:
Soldier, Explorer, Scientist
by Jean Thor Cook '51 (Filter Press, 2006)
HUGLUUHJ

John Wesley
POWELL

the Colorado River through the Grand
Canyon. Cook, who lives in Monument,
Colo., is the author of several previous books.
Dr. Neal Barnard's Program
for Reversing Diabetes:
The Scientifically Proven System
for Reversing Diabetes Without Drugs
by Neal Barnard 75 (Rodale, 2007)
Barnard, a nutrition
researcher, outlines a new
dietary approach to preventing, controlling and even
reversing diabetes. The program is based on a series of
research studies he and his
colleagues have conducted
over the years, the latest funded by the
National Institutes of Health and published
in Diabetes Care, a journal of the American
Diabetes Association.

Intended for fourth-

through-sixth graders and
adults learning English, this
biography tells of the onearmed Civil War veteran who
led the first expedition down

Jean Thor Coofc
S U M M E R
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Founders Day 2007
NE OF THE DRESSIEST EVENTS o f the year

is the annual celebration honoring the
college's founders, held March 2 this year
in the Ruth Strieker Dayton Campus Center.
Even a blizzard that closed the college for the day
couldn't keep students, faculty, staff and
alumni away from the dancing,
the mingling and the call
of bagpipe music.
{
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KING

VEGA!
Family man MAC KING'81
finds a home
with his magic show
for all ages.

•G

Magician Mac King'81
does two shows a day, 48 weeks
per year, in the 580-seat
Harrah's Theater in Las Vegas.

SUMMER

2007
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by Jan Shaw-Flamm T76
agician Mac King ? 8 1 had performed the "cut and
restored rope" trick hundreds of times, and he always
used exquisitely sharp scissors. But one night in
Charlotte, N.C., his "snip" was off by millimeters-—
and the tip of Kings thumb arced through the air and
landed on a front row table. He quickly dug up some
Scotch tape from his suitcase of props, taped the
thumb and attempted to carry on. But when tape failed
to stem the flow of blood, King was forced to resort
to the cliche: "Is there a doctor in the house?"
There was a nurse, and after a quick look, she
stepped up to the mike to request a first-aid kit and a
glass of vodka. With its disinfectant properties in
mind, the nurse stuck Kings thumb in the glass of
liquor, which instantly flashed red. Then, as she bandaged the disinfected thumb, King handed the glass to a
man in the audience. "Here's a bloody Mary for you,"
he said. "Thanks for coming to the show!"
ANDY FLAMM
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That was life on the road—220 days a year—for
Mac King: his wife Jennifer Sils wailing for him in
their hotel room, props stashed in an old-fashioned
suitcase that coordinated with his country-bumpkin
plaid suit ("My grandmother made this—it used to
be her couch").
But not any more. Since 2000, Mac King does
two shows a day, 48 weeks per year, in the 580-seat
Harrah's Theater in Las Vegas, and his contract
extends to 2011. Its a good life. Although he makes
special appearances elsewhere, the family is settled in
Las Vegas, where Sils is a marriage and family therapist
specializing in show business couples, and their
6-year-old daughter Elizabeth thinks everyone's family
friends can be seen on billboards all over town —

Jan Shaw-Flamm '76 is a regular contributor
to Macalester Today and writes much
of the Around Old Main campus news section.

MAC KING
did first paid magic show at age 10 for $5
and a piece of cake
named Magician of the Year in 2004
by Hollywood's Magic Castle
holds record for longest game of telephone
Guinness World Records
www.mackingshow.com

Perm & Teller, Lance Burton, and other
headlining entertainers.
A National Merit Scholar from
Louisville, Ky., King had been performing
magic for years when he arrived at Mac,
intent on a mathematics major. Instead, he
became parr of the loyal band of anthropology majors led by Professors David
McCurdy and the late James Spradley.
"I put together a program with Spradley,
Walt Mink in psychology, someone in
economics, someone in theater. I did my
honors thesis in cultural anthropology and magic
['An Extended Excursion: An Ethnography of the
Modern Magical Entertainer]. My last year I had eight
independent studies. That's why I loved Jim Spradley
so much."
King spoke in his dressing room at Harrah's as he
repacked his suitcase of props and tried to grab a few
bites of a sandwich before his 3 p.m. show. He has an
hour between shows, but he spends most of it autographing books and magic kits and having his picture
taken with fans. In a city better known for gambling
and strippers, King presents a show rhat you could
take your grandmother to, and if she's the kind
of grandmother who enjoys a screwdriver with her
entertainment, she can have rhat, too.
n his plaid suit and slightly floppy hair, King looks
like an escapee from Mayberry, and indeed you will
hear a snipper of the "Andy Griffith Show" theme song
during the show. The truth, however, is that King is
anything but unsophisticated. Without giving away too
much, it may be said that live goldfish appear from a
place where goldfish do not normally live, cards teleport
to impossible locations, and fire, well, you get the idea.
King invites alumni visiting Las Vegas to attend his
show, which the Dallas Morning News called the "Best
Magic Show in Vegas" and the Los Angeles Times
named both a "Best Bet' and "Best Deal on the Strip."
At a show in March, a magician and high school
senior from Boston named Eh Cushner and his father
were seeing Kings show for the fourth time, studying

not only his magic but his comic timing and the way
he involves audience members, ad-libbing with kids
and honeymooners and proving the show is at least as
much comedy as magic.
Many aspiring magicians seek to emulate King.
His book (with Mark Levy), Tricks with Your Head:
Hilarious Magie Tricks and Stunts to Disgust and
Delight, is in its fifth printing. He also produces a syndicated comic strip with cousin Bill King called
"Magic in a Minute," and a line of humorous
magic tricks by the same title, as well as a kit
of magic tricks called Suitcase-O-Magic.
A couple of years ago. King began volunteering for literacy with Clark County Reads, visiting
elementary schools to perform magic and telling
kids how he got started by watching his grandfathers, both amateur magicians. "They
would never simply show me how to do
the tricks. I'd have to dig through a shelf
full of magic books and read them to
find the answer." He recently became the
spokesperson for the reading program
sponsored by Optimists International.
Recalling the peripatetic days of his
early career. King says, "Jennifer and I got
tired of not seeing each other,
and it wasn't going to get any * I
d i d
honors thesis
better. Lance [Burton] had been
in CULTURAL
touting Las Vegas to us for years, but
I never really thought I had the
ANTHROPOLOGY AND
kind of show for Las Vegas.
MAGIC
My last year
I don't have any wild animals
or dancing naked ladies."
JL had eight independent
But opportunities and persestudies. That's why
verance paid off, and despite
the lack of tigers and temptresses.
I loved Jim Spradley
King is booked in Las Vegas into the
so much.r;
next decade. "I got very lucky. I've been
here for seven years and I'm excited to spend
several more years in a city that seems to have really
embraced me. I get to hang out with my wife, watch
our daughter grow up and do what I love for a living.
It's been quite a ride, from the time of my first open
mike comedy club performance as part of my anthropology ethnography research to having my own
magic show on The Strip in Las Vegas. I can't wait to
find out where that journey leads me next. "
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A Peace
Corps

/ FRICA CALLING

volunteer reflects on what
Africans have taught her
about life over four decades.
by Paula Hirschoff '66

oday a s always, Africa makes headlines with the
violence triggered by irs abundant resources—
blood diamonds in Sierra Leone, oil reserves in
Nigeria, fertile farmland in Zimbabwe. This is the
Africa that most Americans know and perhaps fear.
But its a different side of Africa, another type of
resource, that prompted me to choose this continent
again when I decided to serve a second time with the
Peace Corps. In the late 1960s, I was a PC volunteer
in Kenya; now I'm serving in Senegal with my husband, Chuck Ludlam. In the intervening decades, I
worked and traveled in 20 African countries, as journalist, anthropologist and Afncamst. Africa has been a
major influence on my career as well as my
personal life.
The seeds were planted during my college years.
Macalester offered me a chance to participate in the
civil rights movement through an exchange program

Paula Hirschoff '66 worked on African issues as a
congressional aide, ivrote about Africa as an editor
for Africa Report magazine and reported on
development projects for USAID consulting firms.
Her M.A. in anthropology focused on Afi'ica. Since
1989, she has been a docent at the Smithsoiiians
National Museum of Africa?! Art.

with a black school, Knoxville College in Tennessee,
where I studied in the fall of 1964. There I joined the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and
helped register voters. On both campuses I became
friends with African students who confided their
dreams for a prosperous post-colonial future. At
the time I viewed Peace Corps service in newly
independent Africa as another phase in the struggle
for equal rights.
African realities, of course, have shattered those
dreams. But there is still much to value here if we
examine another resource — found in abundance
though rarely mentioned in the media. What draws
me is Africa's profound reverence for humanity, its
spontaneous and heartfelt joy in individual personhood. On my daily walks to market in Guinguineo,
the town in Senegal where we live, friends and neighbors greet me with an enthusiasm that Americans
might reserve for a long-lost cousin. Their eyes flash
with joy, their hands reach for mine, greetings tumble
from their mouths in Wolof, French and Arabic:
"I haven't seen you for so long. I've missed you!
Where have you been?" Though we may have seen
each other recently, the greetings are sincere. They're
acknowledging me as a unique individual, real and
important in their lives. They do it for each other,
too. It never fails to send my spirits soaring.
Behind the greetings lies a heartfelt hospitality.
Flashing back 40 years, I remember walking in Kenya's
Kikuyu land with two friends and discovering that the
volunteer's home where we were to spend the night
was locked. As we hurried to reach the main road
before nightfall, a peasant farmer called out greetings
and urged us to spend the night with his family. He
and his wife served us supper and insisted we take their
bed while they slept on the floor. After many similar
experiences, I vowed that I would always welcome visitors as a means of passing on this hospitality. Our
homes in Washington, D.C., and Guinguineo are
often filled with friends, and sometimes strangers,
from near and far.
Of course, anyone can treat visitors well, but what
about family? There, too, Ive observed that Africans
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deeply respect each other. They adore their children
and honor their elders. Their siblings remain vitally
important throughout their lives.
It's especially moving to see how they treat sons
and daughters with disabilities. I watch carefully
because I am the co-guardian of a 49-year-old sister
with Down syndrome in Minneapolis, my hometown.
In Guinguine'o lives a boy named Maggat with
severe mental and physical disabilities. He plays in
the street with the neighbor children under the watchful eyes of his mother and grandmother. When I
visited his home, I assumed the man in the room was
his dad. Then they told me he was just a neighbor
who loves the kid. This is common in Africa. I have
seen adults with Down syndrome going busily and
happily about their affairs in various African towns.
They bolster my resolve to keep ensuring that my
sister leads a fulfilling life.
eath does not put an end to an African's strong
family ties. When I arrived at my Kenyan teaching
post, the country's former vice president, who happened to be my community host, presided over the
welcome ceremony. Carefully he spilled drops of his
drink on the floor. I had no clue what he was doing.
Almost 40 years later, our hosts and guides in Togo
and Benin went through similar rites as they served
drinks. Bv then I understood the African belief that it

is vital to keep in touch with the ancestors and co
secure their blessings by offering them a little something on important occasions. You might associate
reverence for ancestors with animism and think it
would not feature prominently here in Muslim
Guinguine'o. Yet our townspeople often organize ceremonies or broadcast prayers to commemorate
anniversaries of beloved ancestors.
The African belief that the ancestors laid the
groundwork for who we are and remain important
throughout our lives has deeply influenced me. It
helped me to accept the deaths of my own parents.
It led me to research and write the history of my
father and his family, who arrived in the U.S. in 1915
as impoverished immigrants. I wanted their
descendants to understand what
they went through to become
Americans.
I know that chaotic urbanization across Africa is
eroding these values. And
I'm painfully aware of
the travails that put
these countries in the
daily news. Yet I wish
the rest of the world
could know Africa
as I do.

Paula Hirschoff '66
with 8-year-old
Sakho Nene Toure,
the adopted child
of Hirschoff's host mother
in Guinguineo,
Senegal.

Their eyes flash with joy,
their hands reach for mine,
GREETINGS TUMBLE
FROM THEIR MOUTHS in Wolof,
French and Arabic.
It never fails to send
my spirits soaring.

CHUCK LUDLAM
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by Kermit Pattison
he child was only 3 and his hands had been

"Once you have
seen the children, it's
not possible to turn
your back on them,"
says Tonderai
Chikuhwa '96, pictured
at the Macalester
International Roundtable
last October.

a Zimbabwean father and a Ukrainian mother and
spent the first eight years of his life in Sweden.
He attended high school in Swaziland and was
looking at universities in the U.S. and Europe when
fate intervened. "I was using this thick and unwieldy
catalog called Peterson's Guide and I happened to turn
the page and there was Macalester. It looked very good
and I recognized the name. This must mean something
in the big scheme of things."
Financial aid made this dream possible. "I was very
happy and challenged." He laughs about one particular
challenge—his senior thesis under Professor Ahmed
Samatar. "In terms of sheer heavy lifting and trauma,
my experience in international studies ranks up there.
I say that with a smile, but it was a very tough experience, and one that IVc drawn from ever since."
Samatar invited his former student to be a guest
speaker at last falls Macalester International Roundtable on the future of the U.N. "He tries to engage the
big questions. Dealing with the place of children in
war-torn societies is a particularly big question, isn't
it?" asks Samatar.
Chikuhwa, who majored in international studies
and political science, chose the University of Cape
Town for a masters program because he wanted to
work on African issues in Africa. Then fate called once
again. He was watching a soccer game in a pub when
his cellphone rang. Olara Otunnu, the Special
Representative of the Secretary General for Children
and Armed Conflict, was looking for an assistant and
had heard about Chikuhwa from a mutual friend. "I
stood in the pouring rain on a cold day in Cape Town

hacked off as an act of terror by the rebel forces of
Sierra Leone. Yet Tonderai Chikuhwa 96 remembers
another wound besides the severed limbs: the boys
eyes, staring vacantly into nothingness.
It was just one of many harrowing sights he has
witnessed in his work with the United Nations Office
of the Special Representative of the Secretary General
for Children and Armed Conflict. He has traveled the
world grappling with the worst outrages of war: children mutilated, raped, killed or turned into soldiers.
"Its probably the most important issue on the
planet," says Chikuhwa. "These kids who are being
traumatized in situations of armed conflict are the
custodians of our future. This is an issue that should
be personal to everybody."
His work puts him at the forefront of a burgeoning
international movement. The U.N. now publishes
a "list of shame" that identifies perpetrators of abuses
against children and has passed six resolutions on
children and armed conflict in as many years. In
Cote d'lvoire, such pressure forced rebel forces to
stop using child soldiers.
Yet there remains a gulf between these international
norms and the situation on the ground in places like
Darfur, where families in displaced persons camps
must decide whether to send their sons and daughters
out to collect firewood at the risk of being raped,
conscripted or murdered. "A 13-year-old girl told me,
'It's better for me to be raped than for my brother to be
killed,"1 says Chikuhwa. "These are absolutely
unacceptable choices."
Chikuhwa's background and education
Girls raped
uniquely prepared him for this mission. He was
born in the former Soviet Union in 1972 to
B o y S f OTCed tO

in Darfur.

soldiers in Liberia.
^A r\ /7/7\ \W^ nChildren mutilated
Sierra Leone.
\ A // \l f\

AGAINST CHILDREN
Welcome to the world
of TONDERAI CHIKUHWA 96, whose U.N. work
brings him face to face
with 'the most important issue
on the planet.'
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A rebel child soldier
chases a looter
in a rebel-held area
of Monrovia, Liberia,
in August 2003.

AP PHOTO / SCHALK VAN ZUYDAM

and had a conversation for an hour and a half," recalls
Chikuhwa. "Two weeks later I was in New York/1
The U.N. has embarked on a determined campaign
to protect children from war. The Office of the Special
Representative identifies perpetrators of abuses against
children and recommends sanctions against them
such as arms embargoes, restrictions on theflowof
financial assets, travel restrictions and exclusion from
post-conflict amnesty and government. The office also
helps to raise awareness and resources for program
interventions for the war-affected children themselves.
"From a human standpoint, its simply the most
compelling and irresistible issue," says Chikuhwa, who
has a 2-year-old daughter, Thandi-Ines. "I felt there
was nothing more important that I could hope to
work on. I still feel that way, and that is the one thing
that keeps me going."
Later, his work took him into the field. From 2002
to 2004 he worked in Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast
and Liberia and personally negotiated the release of
118 child soldiers. He began going into the bush
with convoys of U.N. armored vehicles but found the
military escorts made the child soldiers and their
commanders wary.
Going into the bush with a smaller team composed
mainly of local NGO workers, he found, was less
secure but more effective for persuading children to
lay down their AK47 rifles. ''Each one was personal,"
he says. "At the end of the day nothing counts as much
as your rapport with the individual. It's a hustle. Its
messy, and it's by any and all means to convince these

kids to put down their guns and come with you.
A
Usually they are afraid because they have done
bad things and they think that you are going to
take them to a U.N. prison."
Disarming the children was only the
beginning. Many were addicted to a
potent mixture of cocaine and gunpowder;
some had committed atrocities themselves, which
sometimes made it more difficult for families
and communities to accept their children back
and made it harder for the children themselves to
overcome feelings of guilt and depression.

13-year-old
girl told me
"TS BETTER

than for
my brother
to be killed.'
These are
absolutely
unacceptable
choices.

hikuhwa later returned to New York. He now
serves as a program officer with responsibility for
children and armed conflict advocacy programs,
mainly in Africa and Latin America, and negotiates
with member states of the U.N. Security Council
for measures to protect children in war.
"There are few things more frustrating than working on a human issue in a political house," Chikuhwa
says. "To see lack of political will and to see the
faces and consequences for the children is spiritually
demoralizing. But one of the things that has driven me
is that once you have seen the children, it's not possible to turn your back on them. And sometimes we can
actually do something to make their lives better."

Kermit Pattison is a St. Paul writer. His work
has appeared in The New York Times, G Q and Inc.

For more information on child soldiers,
go to www.un.org/rights/concerns.htm
S U M M E R
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DAVID BRICE '97,

OFFICER. SPECIAL
INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION,
VICE UNIT/SWAT TEAM
MEMBER, TULSA, OKLA.
WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT?

Abused children.
Crackhead parents.
Armed suspects.

PROTECT

Four alumni have
seen it all in their
dangerous, demanding — and sometimes
deeply rewardingwork as
police officers.

by Vince Castellanos T92
It's no secret that many Macalester alumni choose careers in social service.
Teaching, nonprofits, law enforcement... Wait, cops?
You bet. It makes sense, really. Police officers are the ultimate public servants.
They put their lives on the line to help society, yet remain underappreciated and
even abused by the very people they're charged with protecting.

It's not necessarily cool to admit you want to
be a cop in high school, but it's been in my head since
then, My school in Tulsa was surrounded by housing
projects, and we'd hear gunshots during football
practice. I saw a shooting once—the guy was lying in
the street. I grew up in that culture and I've always
been fascinated with the criminal mind.
After Mac I worked in the adolescent unit of
a psych hospital. Kids were there for anything
from being suicidal or schizophrenic to on drugs.
It was interesting to me as a psychology major,
but it was tough, and I learned I didn't want to be

a therapist. That's when I started thinking seriously
about the police.
IN ADDITION TO THE VICE UNIT,
YOU'RE ALSO PART OF THE SWAT TEAM.
Tulsa's not big enough to have a dedicated
SWAT team, so we all have our own jobs and
I answered
carry pagers. When that goes off, we change
a call and heard
into our gear and do our thing. We have
special training at least twice a month; I've
bap-bap-bap
been to machine gun school and carry an M4,
against the
an automatic weapon.

fence I was
HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH THE DANGERS?
next to and
One of the first questions I get is, "Have you
shot anyone?" We stress safery and I've received thought someone
great training, which reduces the risks. Sometimes
was shooting
we have "bad day to be a cop" days, when we're in
dangerous situations. But we get paid to come through
at
doors yelling "Tulsa Police!" when someone might
-r
J
shoot at us. Its something you have to accept.
At work I notice everything—the way
the corner
people talk, their body position, where their
and there was
hands are. I can be a jerk, but it's better to be a
jerk for 30 seconds and ensure everyone goes
a kid with a
home safe than to be too soft and have someone
paintball gun.
get hurt. When I'm not working I'm "Condition
White," which means I don't pay attention to
— DAVID BRICE '97
what people are doing all the time. But if I leave
the house I take a gun. I have the training and ability
to intervene, and I'd hate to be in a situation where
I could help someone but didn't have the means.
UM, HAVE YOU SHOT ANYONE?
I've not discharged my firearm and hope I never
have to. IVe been in a couple of fights where I wasn't
positive I would come out on top, and that's scary.
I answered a call at an apartment building once and
heard bap-bap-bap against the fence I was next to and
thought someone was shooting at me. I ran around
the corner and there was a kid with a paintbail gun.
WHAT'S THE WORST CRIME YOU FACE?

"I've been called every name in the book, "says Kelly Karinen '96, an officer
in Lakeivood, Colo. "When I'm arresting someone and they're screaming at me,

Anything involving kids is hard to take. I've served
warrants where parents are running drugs and their

I'll tell them, 'Call me something I haven t heard and 171 let you go.'
It hasn't happened yet, but I hear them say some pretty awful things. "
We'll simply say thanks. Sometimes they hear that, too.

Vince Castellanos 92 lives in south Minneapolis
with his wife, Paige Fitzgerald '94,
and their lab mix. His most recent article
for Macalester Today, "Businesses on Tap,"
appeared in the Fall 2006 issue.

"I took an oath to protect people with my life,
and I can help," says Tulsa, Okla., police officer
David Brice '97.
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toddler is stepping on marijuana bags. That environment is a breeding ground for repeating the cycle,
and you realize those kids are bound for a tough life.
HOW DID MACALESTER PREPARE YOU FOR THIS?
I met people from all over the world, and that gives
you a broad outlook. I saw things from other perspectives and now 1 understand people's points or view.
I also learned a lot about problem-solving at Mac, and
my psych degree helps a lot.

WHAT'S THE BEST PART OF THE JOB?

PF

SERVE

I took an oath to protect people with my life, and
I can help. I served a warrant where mom was a crackhead and her kid was malnourished and getting beat
on, so I got him out of there. I saw him six months
later and he was so much healthier and doing well.
That's nice, because the job can be hard. You're usually
dealing with people on the worst day of their lives.
But I've also been thanked by people I'm taking to jail;
they know they needed it. And I love what I do. I
enjoy it every day.
YOUR GIRLFRIEND OF FIVE YEARS,
AMANDA, IS A POLICE DISPATCHER.
She understands the crazy hours and the stress of
the job, but if I'm in a dangerous situation she knows
right away. She could be the one taking the call if I'm
shouting for back-up. •

One of the awful
statistics is that
policewomen have a
97 percent divorce rate
You don't want to bring
work home, but your
partner wants to know
what's bothering you.
— KELLY KARINEN 96

KELLY KARINEN ? 96, POLICE
OFFICER AND SWAT TEAM
MEMBER, LAKEWOOD, COLO.

WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT?
I got into it watching "Scooby-Doo" as a kid.
I read Nancy Drew, Sherlock Holmes, all of that.
It seemed like a really fun mind game. I was an
anthropology/Japanese studies major at Mac. I loved
anthro because I'm interested in how people are put
together differently and thought I'd go into academics.
I was starting my masters thesis in forensic anthropology when I decided that being in a lab wasn't for
me. I wanted to work at a community level instead.
WHAT ARE YOUR DUTIES?

"I'm on the SWAT
negotiations team,
and I think all the time
about the interview skills
I learned at Mac," says
Kelly Karinen '96,
a police officer
in Lakewood, Colo.

On patrol we answer in-progress calls and do
community policing—we make business and neighborhood contacts, and those help us be proactive. We
figure out where problems will occur and try to solve
them before they happen. I also work with youth and
head a program called Police Explorers. The kids train,
go on ride-alongs and compete against other chapters.
I'm a proud mom of this—we just won eight trophies at
a tactical competition. I love working with those
kids. Police work can get you down because you
encounter so much that's negative, but seeing their
level of enthusiasm is great.
HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH THE DANGERS?
You think about it, but you can't think about it.
We're on all the time, 24-7. Firefighters have a
higher mortality rate, but I'm a moving target. You
never know what might happen. I've only
used my gun at the range, thank God,
but I did have a gun held on me
once. He was just some dope,
but it's not a good feeling.
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YOU'RE MARRIED WITH A 3-YEAR-OLD.
HOW DO YOU BALANCE WORK AND FAMILY LIFE?
It's not easy. One of the awful statistics is that policewomen have a 97 percent divorce rate. You don't want
to bring work home, but your partner wants to know
what's bothering you.
WHAT'S THE WORST CRIME YOU FACE?
Children are the only absolute victims. Some people
make bad choices, but kids have no choice. You know
its a bad situation when you see 6-year-olds smoking
joints. We bust meth labs all the time where we're
pulling kids out of danger. I'd reel better about that if I
could take them all and raise them myself, but most
of the time they're returning to that environment or
bouncing from one foster home to another.
DO MALE AND FEMALE OFFICERS
FACE THE SAME CHALLENGES?
In general women have to shoot better, drive better
and work harder because you have to prove yourself
The biggest critics are other female officers. They told
me, "YouVe not just representing yourself, but your
gender, too."
HOW DID MACALESTER PREPARE YOU?
Those ethnographies [studies of a subculture involving exhaustive interviews] with Professor [David]
McCurdy were a tremendous help; they taught me
how to talk to people and ask the right questions. I'm
on the SWAT negotiations team, and I think all the
time about the interview skills I learned at Mac.
GREG HELGESON

WHAT'S THE BEST PART OF THE JOB?
People done do this because it's just a job. There's
no amount of money that can be worth the danger. I
do it for other people because I'm personally interested;
its not just about guns and tasers, I chose to work on
a local level so I could have a greater impact.
I have the greatest job in the world. There's not a
day I dont love it, not a day I'm not excited to do it.
Its great if I can make a difference in a small way, and
that's always my goal. •

TONY SANTOS '81,

SPECIAL AGENT FOR THE U.S.
DRUG ENFORCEMENT
ADMINISTRATION, MINNEAPOLIS
WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT?
I wanted to be a cop since I was in the fourth
grade. I grew up on the West Side of St. Paul and saw a
lot of drugs there. Heroin was really big, and I knew a
couple of guys who OD'ed. That had quite an influence
on me, and I wanted to try and make a difference in
peoples lives because of it.
In the mid-1980s the only opening for federal law
enforcement was with Border Patrol. I spent three years

It ' s like a
rollercoaster:
You wonder,
"God, what am I doing
on this ride?" But when i t ' s over
you want to do i t again.

— TONY SANTOS ' 8 1
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in Yuma, Arizona, in 120-degree heat as a Border
Patrol agent. We found a lot of people dying in che
desert; we'd have aliens airlifted to hospitals. I transferred to the DEA in 1988.

expressed interest in joining the DEA, and Pm not
encouraging that at all. I know the dangers, how hard
it is on a person.
WHAT'S THE WORST CRIME YOU FACE?

WHAT ARE YOUR DUTIES?

PR*

• t! • •

SERVE

I spent 16 years in Texas doing undercover drug
investigations. Drugs came across the border and were
stored in my area before being delivered all over the
U.S. I learned early on that I could pose as a transporter— I convinced dealers that I could get their
product places. I hung out in the right places, met the
right people and created identities and scenarios that
persuaded these people I could deliver for them. I
once spent eight months undercover delivering drugs
for an organization.
1 moved back to Minnesota a couple of years ago to
help my parents out, but I want to go back to Texas.
In my line of work you can't find a better place; we
were burning 40,000 pounds of marijuana a month
and all the big offenders are there.

Meth is real bad right now, especially in places like
Minnesota where we're seeing 50-pound seizures.
It's so destructive physically, it just tears you apart.
I see people who look like they've aged 20 years
in a few months.
HOW DID MAC PREPARE YOU FOR THE JOB?
You can't be one-dimensional or narrow-minded at
Mac. I learned that things aren't black and white, and
I think Mac helped me become more open and
compassionate. I don't judge people. There are
reasons and motivations for everything, but there
are consequences, too. My sociology degree also
really helped me see what makes people tick and
what their next move might be.

WHAT'S THE BEST PART OF THE JOB?
HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH THE
JOB'S INHERENT DANGERS?
I'd be lying if I claimed I was never afraid. Its
almost like another personality; I like to say that my
alter ego would do a lot of things I'd never do. You
put the risks way in the back of your mind, but I've
had a few scar}7 situations. Once I was buying a pound
of heroin and the surveillance agents missed my arrest
signal. I needed to apprehend the dealer on my own,
and when I drew my gun he charged at me. Luckily,
an informant in the room helped me. I was shot at
when I worked in the Border Patrol. We heard automatic weapon fire coming from across the river. It was
pitch-black, so we couldn't see where it was coming
from. We were just glad when it stopped.

You're exposed to a lot of ugliness and some
of the worst parts of life. At the same time, I've
enjoyed all of my years. I feel like I'm doing
something for my children and my community.
I think I'm making a difference. And honestly,
it's exciting. It's like a rollercoaster: You wonder,
u
God, what am I doing on this ride?" But when '
it's over you want to do it again. It's cat-and-mouse
with offenders and you're beating them at their own
game. You make an arrest and you know someone else
will take over or move in, but you've disrupted the
chain, and that's satisfying. •

CORNELIA LOTT '80,

DAVID BRICE '97, A POLICE OFFICER
IN TULSA, OKLAHOMA, SAYS OFFICERS
OFTEN HAVE GUN DREAMS.

POLICE LIEUTENANT,
CHICAGO

Oh I do, sure. When I was with the Border Patrol,
my Smith & Wesson had a glitch, so that's always the
gun in my dreams. My wife says I wake up from
nightmares all the time, but I don't even remember
most of them.

WHY LAW ENFORCEMENT?

HOW DO YOU JUGGLE WORK WITH FAMILY?
I've been married for 19 years and have two kids,
but this is definitely tough on families. I've missed
birthday parties, gotten the call during social functions and been away from home a lot. My son
[Anthony 17, who is considering Macalester] has
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I majored in psychology and enjoyed
listening to people. After Mac I was a social worker;
I made sure people sentenced to community service
instead of jail actually fulfilled their commitment.
I was always around officers and a friend of mine
became one. He was incredibly mild-mannered, so I
thought if he could do it, I could, too. My mom didn't
understand and was dead-set against it; I'm an only
child and had been very sheltered.

"As an officer,
I've faced
more challenges
being a woman
than a black
woman," says

Cornelia Lott '80,
a police lieutenant
in Chicago.

couraging; people aren't calling you because they're
having a tea party, and not everyone does what you say
just because you wear a uniform. But you don't think
about the dangers because you're trained for anything
and you know what's possible.
WHAT'S THE WORST CRIME YOU FACE?

Crime involving children. I've seen it all—neglect,
abuse, incest—and it's hard. When I see kids left to
fend for themselves with no food or clothing, I'll buy
them things out of my own pocket, and that's
universal among officers. We all react the same way
to that.
AS AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN, HAS RACISM
EVER BEEN AN ISSUE FOR YOU?

During training there wasn't a color
barrier. Instructors treated everyone the
When I see kids
same: badly. As an officer, I've faced
.eft to fend
more challenges being a woman than
a black woman. I'm fortunate; the road for themselves
has been paved by female officers who
with no food or
came before me. Some people don't
want to take orders from a female C l o t h i n g , I'll buy
supervisor, but I've never had a
them things
problem. I've worked with very
supportive people—women and
out of my own pocket
men. But this is still a segregated
and that's
society with a lot of racial tension.
There are people who won't talk to officers
if they're a different color.

among officers

HOW DID MACALESTER PREPARE YOU?

— CORNELIA LOTT '80

Being a minority in a mainstream, majority
environment taught me to deal with society and
other people on their level. I learned about new
cultures and how to assimilate and think like the
majority. I still use my psychology degree [and recently
earned a master's in police psychology]; that's a lot of
what we do. You have to communicate with people
and quickly assess a situation and evaluate options.
WHAT ARE YOUR DUTIES?

WHAT'S THE BEST PART OF THE JOB?

I spent five years as a patrol officer, then was promoted to sergeant and worked plainclothes. I became
a lieutenant in 2005 and work in the community
policing program. We develop educational, resource
and cultural programs for local residents, and I work a
lot with local business and youth groups.
Officers are in a real precarious position—we get a
lot of bad press; most of what people hear about is
negative. Every step we take or bridge we build in the
community can be destroyed by one person.

Not the uniform, because on women it's god-ugly
[laughs]. I've met a lot of different kinds of people
and been exposed to lots of society. Some of it isn't
good, but I needed to know that. You can't be narrowminded and think that a person was raised a certain
way or has food or shelter or the things we take for
granted. You can't assume they're doing OK in life. I've
become much more aware and understanding.

HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH THE DANGERS?
I'm expecting people to be angry or in distress. We
meet two kinds: victims and offenders. It can be disSUMMER

2007

29

When he's not directing
the Mayo Clinic's
heart transplant program,
cardiologist BROOKS EDWARDS '78
helps bring its expertise
to the world
by Kermit Pattison
rooks Edwards '78 is responsible for spreading
the expertise of the venerable Mayo Clinic around
the world. In person, however, lies a bit less buttoneddown than the stereotypical Rochester, Minn.,
physician. Take the enema kit in his office window
with this sign: ''Break glass in case of emergency."
A cardiologist, Edwards knows the value of a good
laugh in reducing stress and enhancing learning. But
his professional reputation goes well beyond his sense
of humor: he serves as medical director or both the
cardiac transplant program at the Mayo Clinic and of
Mayo Clinic Health Solutions, a $250 million venture
that handles licensing, publishing and one of the
worlds most comprehensive health Web sites.
At 50, he jokes that he hasn't gone far in life. He
was born in Rochester, six blocks from his current
office, when his father worked at Mayo. The family
moved to St. Paul when he was 5. In kindergarten
Edwards met his future wife, Terri Leonard Edwards,
a pediatrician; they have three teenagers.
For college, Edwards choose nearby Macalester. He
thrived in the tightknit community and close relationships with faculty. "You'd sit in class with them in the
morning and have a cup of coffee with them in the
Student Union in the afternoon. They really cared
about us as individuals."
Despite being dyslexic, Edwards graduated magna
cum laude in biology and chemistry. He returned to
Rochester to attend Mayo Medical School and has
remained there for nearly all his career.
"Macalester opened up possibilities—it was an
international community even at that time," he says.
"It exposed me to creative thinking and problem solving. Whether you're a transplant cardiologist or
running a company, if you're a creative problem solver
youVe got a leg up."
Edwards also had an advantage in his chosen career
of cardiology. His father, Jesse Edwards, was a promi-
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nent pathologist at United Hospital who specialized
in heart defects and collected 35,000 heart specimens
during his career. Edwards hung around his fathers
lab ("I was working through bags of human hearts
when I was 10 years old," he says) and even served
part of his medical residency under his father.
Edwards spends half his time directing the Mayo
heart transplant program. "Its a great specialty for me.
It's very hands-on. You develop a close relationship
with the patients. Once somebody has a heart transplant, we take care of them forever. If they have an
ingrown toenail, they come back and see us."
Edwards has extended this bedside manner well
beyond his own examination rooms. When the cardiology unit did a monthly satellite broadcast titled
"Cardiology Today," he put his sense of humor to
work. For one segment, he dressed up as Andy

HOW TO INTERPRET
MEDICAL NEWS IN THE MED
EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is excerpted
from a Mayo Clinic Women's HealthSource Q&A
with Brooks Edwards '78.
he first thing to consider is whether these reports
are about real people with real diseases or are
preliminary results obtained from studies conducted
in laboratory animals. Although animal studies provide
clues about the mechanism of a particular illness or
treatment, results can't be translated to humans until
human trials are conducted.
Second, what kind of numbers are we talking about?
Did this breakthrough occur in a half dozen people, or has
it been tried in a large group of say, a thousand people?
Third, how rigorously was the trial performed? Some
trials have better control of factors that could potentially
bias the results. For example, a large randomized, doubleblind trial (when neither the researchers nor the study
participants know who's receiving the treatment being

Rooney of "60 Minutes' fame and for another he
walked on the Great Wall of China and spoke of the
"sayings of Chairman Mayo.
"It probably reflects back on my Macalester education— learning and fun don't have to be mutually
exclusive," he says. "I've tried hard to pass that onto my
kids—lire is too short to go through it too serious.
You'll die early or wish you had."
"With things like the Web,
Edwards spends the other half of his time as mediwe can provide
cal director of Mayo Clinic Health Solutions, which
Mayo Clinic-level expertise
to people in our region
seeks to extend the expertise of the medical colossus
and around the world," says
to ventures like telephonic services, disease and
Dr. Brooks Edwards '78.
lifestyle management, print publishing and the Web.
He serves as medical director
Before that, he served as medical editor of its Web
of both Mayo Clinic's
site, www.mayodinic.comj which drew about
cardiac transplant program
and its Mayo Clinic
9 million visitots in January alone.
Health
Solutions division.
"All of medicine is evolving to serving the needs
of the patient wherever, whenever," he says. "As an
institution, Mayo is expanding to be able to do that/ 1
Ithough Edwards has remained close to home geographically, he is a global citizen in his professional life.
He gestures at his computer screen where he has two
recent e-mails about a Mayo spinoff based in Amsterdam that is developing software to manage patients with
chronic conditions like diabetes. Edwards serves as
chairman of the board, the CEO is in Amsterdam and
much of the development work is being done in India.
"Recognizing the global world we live in has taken
down barriers in my own life and career," he says.
"You're not intimidated to deal with people in different
countries or cultures and you can seamlessly glide
through the world wherever the right people are."

studied) is generally designed to account for biasing
factors, more so than a study based on a smai! number
of case reports.
Finally, it's also fair to ask who's sponsoring the trial.
Is there a potential conflict of interest between the trial's
sponsors and the results? If a trial's sponsor has a vested
interested in a positive outcome, that doesn't mean
that important things can't be learned, but you should
probably be more skeptical than if the trial was performed at the National Institutes of Health, for example.
Medical research is in a constant state of flux, and
definitive answers aren't always going to be available.
Studies are limited in scope. A single study may be
reported widely in the news, but to provide conclusive
evidence it must be supported by other studies and be
borne out over time. When a treatment has been studied
only in animals, it's too early to tell whether it has
practical applications for humans. 9

EDITORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY / MAYO CLINIC ROCHESTER

Excerpted with permission from the Mayo Clinic
Women's HealthSource © 2007.
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David Nifoussi '07
{OradellrN.J.) accepted
his diploma with Scottish pride
. at the Commencement
ceremony, held May 12 on the

Macalester lawn.
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Low-income women and their children in the Twin Cities
have been greatly helped by The Jeremiah Program, which provides them with housing
while enabling mothers to complete their educations and achieve economic self-sufficiency.
Since its first building was completed in 1998, The Jeremiah Program has assisted
hundreds of families in Minneapolis. It will open a St. Paul residence later this year.
Gloria Perez Jordan '88, who became executive director of The Jeremiah
Program in 1998, is now its president and CEO. Previously she was
executive director of Casa de Esperanza, an organization devoted to ending
domestic violence in Latino families. She began working there as a
volunteer children's advocate during her Macalester days. Says Perez Jordan,
"I gained more from that volunteer experience than I could have imagined;
the agency was a great training ground for work in the nonprofit sector.

Gloria Perez

"As a student and community volunteer, I began to form ideas about who I wanted
to be in the world. I credit Macalester with helping me shape the values and beliefs by which
I live my life. The college reinforced my belief that we each have a responsibility for the
whole of humanity; we have the responsibility to be our best and ask for that from others."

When you support Macalester,
you support important work everywhere.

1600 GRAND AVENUE
SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55105-1899

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

MACALESTER COLLEGE

Night move
Under a nearly full May moon, two former student houses were moved from the college
to make room for the new Macalester Athletic and Recreation Center. The college chose to move
these two houses, along with a third, rather than have them go into a landfill.
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